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SIXTH ANNUAL 
MIRACLE MAKERS

LUNCHEON FASHION SHOW

The Ritz Carlton, South Beach
Wednesday, April 5, 2006

WELCOME
 Emcee

Tony Segreto
NBC 6

FASHION SHOW
THE BEST OF SPRING 2006 COLLECTION

Saks Fifth Avenue, Dadeland

LUNCHEON SERVED

MIRACLE MAKERS PRESENTATION
Electra Spillis, Event Chair

DESSERT SERVED

RAFFLE DRAWING

Thank you for joining us in celebration of our 2006 Miracle Makers!
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SOUTH BEACH

MENU

SALAD
Mixed Greens with Shaved Feta

Marinated Cucumber, Kalamata Olives 
Tomato Vinaigrette

ENTRÉE
Crisp Filet of Salmon with Artichoke Tapanade

Basil Risotto
Smoked Tomato Emulsion

DESSERT
Tiramisu

Espresso Cream
Chocolate Brittle

Freshly Brewed Coffee
Decaffeinated Coffee

Assorted Teas
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Norma Jean Abraham
Monica Betancourt

Patty Taxman Craven
Jill Daley

Stella Donelan
Cindy Eisaman

Craig Farnsworth
Elayne Friedman

Jane Jantzen

Norma Quintero
Carol Reinsma
Connie Russell
Esther Sandrew
Kathy Senofonte
Dorothy Stein

Leslie Steinberg
Beverly Stover
Adrienne Tober

2005 – 2006
WOMEN’S COMMITTEE OFFICERS

Jill Daley
President

MIRACLE MAKERS
LUNCHEON COMMITTEE

EVENT CHAIR
Electra Spillis

Carol Chin
First Vice President

Leslie Steinberg
Second Vice President

Jane Jantzen
Treasurer

Heidi Nosich
Recording Secretary

Miriam Salazar
Corresponding Secretary

Lydia I. Muñiz
CEO

Beverly Stover
 Assistant Treasurer

Adrienne Tober

Elayne Friedman

Carol Reinsma

Electra Spillis

WOMEN’S COMMITTEE PAST PRESIDENTS

ADVISORS
Tony Bardat Craig Farnsworth Lauren Duffy
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2006 MIRACLE MAKERS

Yolanda Berkowitz
Berta Blecke

Mary Louise Cole
Douglas M. Halsey

Nancy Hector
Leslie Lovell

Marlen Pernetti
Sissy Ruffe

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2006 SPONSORS

Mellon Bank
Connie Russell

Office Interiors International

Ron Weil

Zylpha Clinton

Genesis International Marketing

Lady Blanka Rosensteil

Printing graciously provided by

Ritchey Family Foundation

Carol Reinsma

Electra Spillis

Stella Donelan

Original Impressions
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OUR HEARTFELT THANKS
TO OUR AUCTION DONORS*

*At time of printing

Joe Allen Restaurant
Joeʼs Stone Crab

Johnson & Wales University
Laser Plus / Slim People

Lesley Clothing
Manolo International Salon
Miami Childrenʼs Museum

Miami Seaquarium
New Theatre
Nilda Sawicki
Teen Angel

The Biltmore Hotel
The National Hotel

The Ritz Carlton, South Beach

Rick Adams
24 – Hour Fitness

Ambassador Limousine
Andrea Trowers Dermatology

Avalon Salon
Bettie Nathenson-Hageman

Carpaccioʼs Chopard
Diva Hair Studio, Inc.

Doubletree Grand Hotel
Epicure Market

Fleming – A Taste of Denmark
Gameworks

Interval International
Isabel Fine Home Accessories

Thank You!

The smiling faces you see in the match photos throughout 
this program are proof of our success over the past year.
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2006 MIRACLE MAKERS

Yolanda Berkowitz Berta Blecke
Yolanda Berkow-
itz is person-
ally committed 
to social welfare 
issues and dedi-
cated to working 
with children in 
the dependency 
system.  She has 
worked tirelessly 
as a child advo-

cate for the past eight years in the 
Guardian Ad Litem Program. 
 She recently became a Trustee of 
Voices for Children Foundation, Inc, 
as a board member and has focused 
on development and community 
projects.
 Born in Cuba, Yolanda emigrat-
ed to America with her parents and 
brother in 1967 on one of the last 
Freedom Flights  to Miami. Raised in 
Chicago, she has lived and worked 
in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Hong Kong, Telluride, Colorado and 
Miami. 
 After attending Miami-Dade 
Community College, Yolanda re-
ceived her Florida real estate 
salesman’s license and has worked 
throughout Miami-Dade County in 
the sale and leasing of residential 
properties.
 Accepting a position with a 
Hong Kong based company, Yolanda 
moved overseas in 1988, returning to 
the United States in 1990, when the 
company opened offi ces in Florida.
 Yolanda currently resides in Mi-
ami  with her husband Jeff and step-
son, Michael.

Berta Blecke is 
one of Miami-
Dade County’s 
premier child 
advocates. For 
more than twenty 
years, she has 
worked for the 
rights of Florida’s 
at-risk children, 
helping to create 
programs that ensure their safety and 
provide them with love, shelter and 
hope for a better life.
 Berta treats her volunteerism as 
a job, giving more than 40 hours a 
week in pursuit of better conditions 
and opportunities for children.
 As a Junior League volunteer in 
the 1970’s, she helped established  a 
community oversight board at the Ju-
venile Detention Center in 1979.  She 
went on to help establish the State 
of Florida Court System’s Guardian 
Ad Litem Program in 1980 and later 
was a key activist in securing the pro-
gram’s statewide funding.  Today in 
the local judicial circuit court, Guard-
ian Ad Litem employs a staff of 22 
who support a volunteer network of 
400 lay leaders and 200 pro bono 
attorneys.   
 Berta has also been an  instru-
mental catalyst for the Children Have 
All Rights, Legal, Educational and 
Emotional Program (CHARLEE) es-
tablished in 1983.  
 Through Berta’s efforts and those 
she has served with, the CHARLEE 
program has offered a safe home, 
educational support and mental 
health services to more than  3,000 
children in state foster care.
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2006 MIRACLE MAKERS

Mary Louise Cole Douglas M. Halsey
Doug Halsey has 
been an advo-
cate for Florida’s 
foster children for 
over 20 years. In 
the 1980’s, he 
began providing 
pro bono legal 
services to the 
Children’s Home 
Society and 
later began a project with the Dade 
County Bar Association training other 
lawyers to help reduce the backlog of 
children in foster care.  Working with 
the United Way and community lead-
ers he helped establish Foster Care 
Review, Inc. and with Legal Services 
of Greater Miami, fi led suit against 
the State of Florida on behalf of emo-
tionally disturbed children in foster 
care.   
 Through the years, Doug has 
served as a key member of the 
Children’s Home Society at the lo-
cal, regional and state levels. He is 
a founding director, and past chair-
man of Foster Care Review, Inc. and 
a board member of Our Kids, Inc.  In 
2004, Doug and his wife Amy be-
came major donors to Florida’s Chil-
dren First, a leading child advocacy 
organization. 
 His honors include the Florida 
Bar President’s Pro Bono Service 
Award, the Children’s Home Society’s 
R. David Thomas Child Advocate of 
the Year Award and 2001 Man of 
Valor of the Children’s Home Society 
Council, fi rst recipent of Foster Care 
Review’s Douglas M. Halsey Volun-
teer Service Award, , and 2002 Citi-
zen of the Year of the Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Beta Tau Zeta Chapter.

Dr. Mary Louise 
Cole  has been 
instrumental in 
developing pro-
grams that have 
helped thousands 
of abused and 
neglected chil-
dren and babies, 
disadvantaged 
mothers, troubled 

teens, the poor and the elderly.  
 For more than 30 years, she has 
inspired an equal number of volun-
teers, serving on the boards of dozens 
of community organizations, schools 
and task forces and is a recognized 
leader in social service throughout 
South Florida.
 Her teaching career has taken 
her from the fi rst grade classroom to 
a professorship at the University of 
Miami where she also held numerous 
administrative positions. 
 In 1981, Dr. Cole became Execu-
tive Director of The Children’s Home 
Society (CHS), developing it into South 
Florida’s leading agency for the care 
and rehabilitation of abused and un-
wanted children.
 In the aftermath of Hurricane An-
drew in 1992, she served as Executive 
Director of The Interfaith Coalition for 
the Andrew Recovery Effort (ICARE), a 
coalition of the religious institutions in 
the community.  
 In 1995, Dr. Cole’s vision of es-
tablishing a boarding school for trou-
bled teenage boys became a reality 
through the generosity of the George 
W. and Ethel Kennedy Family Founda-
tion.  She founded the highly success-
ful Bay Point Schools, Inc.
 Dr. Cole is married to Robert Wood 
and has three adult children.
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2006 MIRACLE MAKERS

Nancy Hector Leslie Lovell
Leslie Lovell’s ac-
tivism on behalf 
of  children’s is-
sues has been a 
life-long interest.   
 Born in Se-
attle, Washing-
ton, she moved 
to Miami during 
her high school 
years, and soon 
became interested in providing vol-
unteer service to help others.  
 Shortly after the birth of her third 
daughter, Leslie was introduced to 
Children’s Home Society’s auxiliary, 
Society for Abused Children (SAC).   
 She quickly took on leadership 
roles and served as secretary and 
later as president of the Children’s 
Home Society Council (formerly 
SAC). 
 She continues to actively serve 
as a CHS board member and was 
recently the co-chair of the 2006 
Pink and Blue Gala.  In 2001, She 
was named CHS Woman of Valor.  
 Membership in the CHS Legis-
lative Committee has inspired her 
become an advocate on behalf of 
legal issues concerning children and 
families.  Her involvement with the 
legislature has lead her to the Florida 
Children’s Campaign, a grass-roots 
political advocacy group, for which 
she served as a Miami liason for one 
year.  She has also worked as a fund-
raiser for the National Multiple Scle-
rosis Society’s Children’s Camp.
 Leslie has been married to her 
husband Warren Lovell for 36 years, 
and together they are the proud par-
ents of three daughters and three 
grandchildren.

Board member 
and treasurer of 
CHARLEE Homes 
for Children, 
Nancy has been 
instrumental in 
establishing a 
foster teen preg-
nancy home and 
an adolescent 
boy’s emergency 

crisis shelter. Her fi nancial expertise 
has resulted in the acquisition and 
renovation of houses to be utilized as 
group homes.
 She also serves on the board of 
the Community Partnership for the 
Homeless, and is an active volunteer 
and advocate for His House Children’s 
Home, a residential facility for neglect-
ed, abandoned and abused children. 
 A major underwriter for the Red 
Cross “Swim for Life” program, Nancy 
was instrumental in bringing to Miami 
the second “I Have a Dream Founda-
tion,” a national organization for the 
mentoring and education of inner-city 
children.  She is a founder of the Mi-
ami Chapter of Gift for Adoption, a 
national organization helping families 
with fi nancial needs to adopt a child. 
 Nancy’s numerous awards include 
the Deloitte & Touche Entrepreneurial 
Award, 2004 CHARLEE Volunteer of 
the Year, 2005 His House Volunteer 
of the Year, and will be a 2006 hon-
oree of the Junior League of Miami’s 
“Women Who Make a Difference.”  
 Proud parents of three children, 
Nancy and her husband Robert re-
cently established the Hector Family 
Foundation, dedicated to serving the 
needs of underprivileged children in 
South Florida.
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2006 MIRACLE MAKERS

Marlen Pernetti Sissy Ruffe
Marlen Pernetti 
has been a tire-
less advocate of 
children since 
her early teens, 
working as a vol-
unteer swimming 
instructor for the 
American Red 
Cross, and later 
helping children 

with learning disabilities. 
  In her adult life, Marlen has 
dedicated herself to leadership roles 
within numerous organizations ben-
efi tting children in South Florida.  She 
has served on committees for the 
Hugs and Kisses Foundation of Mi-
ami Children’s Hospital, and as Gala 
Chair for the Miami Children’s Mu-
seum.
 Marlen has been a member of 
the Board of Directors for the Guard-
ian Angels of the Jackson Memorial 
Foundation for the Holtz Children’s 
Hospital and also is a Director and 
Trustee for Viscaya Foundation, 
where she will chair their Annual Ball 
for the third consecutive year. Marlen 
is also a member of the University 
of Miami’s Loews Art Museum and 
Beaux Art Organization. 
 She received the American Can-
cer Society’s 2001 Dynamic Women 
of the Year Award, and the 2004 Mi-
ami Project Award, and was named 
the Miami Project’s Women of Sub-
stance and Style. 
 An active fundraiser for Carroll-
ton School of the Sacred Heart, Mar-
len is a Miami Beach native devoted 
to husband Nino Pernetti, proprietor 
of Caffe Abbracci, and their two 
young daughters.

Sissy Ruffe’s vol-
unteer work has 
taken a major 
role in her life in 
recent years.  In 
addition to rais-
ing a son and 
running a large 
company which 
she founded with 
her husband Ste-
ven, Sissy has served as a volunteer 
with numerous community organi-
zations including the Guardian Ad 
Litem Program and Big Brothers Big 
Sisters.  She has served as a trustee 
of the Vizcayan Foundation and a 
board member of the Gables Estates 
Club.
 As part owner and Vice Presi-
dent of Ruffe Systems, Inc., a medi-
cal billing company, Sissy oversees 
forty hospital-based physician groups 
and over fi fty employees.  She single-
handedly grew the company into one 
of the largest of its kind in Florida, 
with accounts stretching from Pen-
sacola to Key West.  
 As a Big Sister to “little” Char-
main for the past ten years, Sissy is 
deeply committed to her work with 
Big Brothers Big Sisters.  Aside from 
the guidance she has helped give to 
her “little”, she has sponsored the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Golf Tournament 
for many years, and continues to sup-
port the agency’s goal of serving the 
many deserving children in our com-
munity.
 Sissy moved to Coral Gables at 
the age of three with her family. She 
graduated from Coral Gables High, 
and attended Massey Institute of De-
sign in Atlanta, Georgia.
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Zylpha Clinton
Mary Ann Shockley

Dorothy Stein
Connie Russell 

Elizabeth Perez 
Karen Kirby 

Bronwin Miller 
Bettie Nathenson

Helen Salerno
Elsa Higginbotham

Electra Spillis 
Carol Chin 

Monica Betancourt
Kathy Senofonte
Adrienne Tober 

Heidi Nosich 

Stella Donelan
Julia Alba 

Patty Taxman Craven 
Leslie Steinberg 

Elayne Friedman 
Mary Ritchey

Cynthia McNeill
Carol Reinsma

Gloria Llewellyn
Mitzy Mitchell 

Eleanor Baumann
Jill Daley 

Jane Jantzen 
Nora Mullen-Rodriguez

Miriam Salazar
Beverly Stover 
Michelle Rosen 

2006 Women’s Committee 

The Big Brothers Big Sisters
Women’s Committee 

Congratulates
all of the 2006 Honorees
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Congratulations 
to all of the 

2006 Honorees!

The Ritchey Family Foundation

Yolanda Berkowitz
Berta Blecke

Mary Louise Cole
Douglas M. Halsey

Nancy Hector
Leslie Lovell

Marlen Pernetti
Sissy Ruffe

GOLD



20
GOLD



21
GOLD



22



23

“TRUE HAPPINESS IS NOT ATTAINED 
THROUGH SELF-GRATIFICATION, 

BUT THROUGH FIDELITY TO A WORTHY CAUSE”

     — HELEN KELLER

To one of the 
happiest people we know...

Yolanda Berkowitz

You are a true Miracle Maker
for many children in our community!

Alvaro & Ana Varela
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“FRIENDSHIP IS THE SOURCE OF THE 
GREATEST PLEASURES, AND WITHOUT FRIENDS 

EVEN THE MOST AGREEABLE PURSUITS 
BECOME TEDIOUS”

    — ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

Marlen Pernetti

You are a true Miracle Maker
and a Great Friend

Congratulations!

Ana Varela
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The Staff and Board of Directors 
Extends our congratulations to

Berta Blecke
 and 

Nancy Hector 

And expresses our thanks for
 their continued support and dedication

 to our children. 
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His House Children’s Home 
Greatly Appreciates 

the Ongoing Support of 

NANCY HECTOR

You Have Been 
a Blessing to Our Organization 

and to the Children of His House

His House Children’s Home
Hector Building

20000 NW 47th Avenue 
Opa Locka, Fl. 33055
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The Children’s 
Home Society 

of South Florida

Salutes the
2006 Miracle Makers

for their Outstanding Service 
to our Community
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Congratulations
Miracle Maker Luncheon Committee

And Members of BBBS Women’s Committee

You Make a Positive Impact In the Lives of 
Our Little Brothers and Little Sisters

C
ou
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sy
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f M
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m

i T
od

ay

Compliments 
of 

Coconut Grove Bank



36



BOARD OF GOVERNORS

ROBERT B. STURGES
Chairman, Continental Hospitality 
Holdings, LLC

GEORGE R. BASSETT
Basscor, Inc.

TIM BROWN
Sysco Food Service Corporation

MIKKI CANTON
Gunster,Yoakley & Stewart, PA

LINDA COLL
Carnival Cruise Lines

CARLOS DeCESPEDES
Pharmed Group 

ALBERT E. DOTSON
Bilzin Sumberg Dunn Baena 
Price & Axelrod, LLP

ROBERTO ESPIN
Hamilton Risk Management

KIMBERLY GREEN
Green Family Foundation

LEE HUNTLEY
Baptist Hospital of Miami

CHARLIE MARTINEZ
Caribe Homes

GARY MATZNER
McDermott, Will & Emery

LINCOLN MENDEZ
Doctor’s Hospital

TOM MORGAN
Morgan Energy Corporation

JOEL SCHWARTZ
Benihana, Inc.

HARLAN SELESNICK, M.D.

RICHARD SKOR, AFO, LLC

CHERYL STEPHENSON
Bal Harbour Shops

JEFFREY WECHSLER
SFX Basketball Group, LLC

MANAGEMENT TEAM
LYDIA MUNIZ, MSSA, CEO
LAURIE GUNN, VP,  Marketing
ANA M. SOSA, VP, Operations
KENYETTA WILSON, VP, Finance
CHEYENNE PALMA, VP, Development

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Miami 
2006 LEADERSHIP TEAM

LAUREN DUFFY
Piaget

ZOILA “MAGGIE” DUQUE
Florida Power & Light

ROBERT EICHNER
Onboard Media

MARK EIGLARSH
Law Offices of Mark Eiglarsh

CRAIG FARNSWORTH
Mellon 

ALEX FRASER
Fraser Financial Group

PHILIP GASSMAN
Gibraltar Bank

JOEL GOLDMAN
Greenberg Traurig

JEANIE L. HERNANDEZ
Comcast

JEFFREY HICKS
Crispin, Porter & Bogusky

WENDY KALLERGIS
Miami Bch. Chamber/Commerce

RICHARD KUCI
Coconut Grove Bank

JORGE LUIS LOPEZ
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey

GLENNA MILBERG
WPLG Channel 10

PETER PRIETO
Holland & Knight

CAROL REINSMA
Northern Trust

LULA RODRIGUEZ
Citigroup International 

JEFFREY A. RYNOR, J.D.
Mitrani, Rynor, Adamsky,
Macaulay & Zorrilla, P.A.

ELECTRA SPILLIS
Chair, WC Miracle Makers 

SCOTT ALAN SREBNICK
Law Office of Scott A. Srebnick

RAUL VALDES-FAULI
Colonial Bank

COURTNEY I. WILLIAMS
Icilus Enterprises, LLC

OFFICERS

BONNIE CRABTREE
Chair of the Board
Korn/Ferry International

ALEX VILLOCH
Chair Elect
The Miami Herald

ERIC S. WOOLWORTH
First Vice President
The Heat Group

MATT ALLEN
Second Vice President
The Related Group of Florida

RICHARD STEINBERG
Third Vice President
Steinberg & Associates, P.A.

LISA ROSS
Fourth Vice President
rbb Public Relations

JACK GLOTTMAN
Treasurer
Saglo Development Corporation

ANTHONY J. SEIJAS
Lennar Homes, Inc. 

GARY R. SASLAW
Legal Counsel
Gary R. Saslaw, P.A.

DAN PRINZING
Past Chairman  
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

DIRECTORS

RICHARD T. ADAMS
IBM Americas, Small
and Medium Business (SMB)

MICHAEL ALLER
City of Miami Beach

ANTHONY BARADAT
Baradat & Associates

BRETT BEVERIDGE

MARTIN BURKETT
Akerman Senterfitt

JESUS CABRERA
Gibraltar Bank

JILL DALEY
Office Interiors International
Women’s Committee President



Big Brothers Big Sisters 
is the oldest, largest and most effective 

organization in the country offering one-on-one 
youth mentoring.  The Miami agency currently 

serves over 6,000 children and families each year.

For information about Big Brothers Big Sisters
visit our web site at www.wementor.org 

or call  305-644-0066.

BBBS AFFLIATIONS

America’s Promise
United Way of Miami-Dade County

BBBS Association of Florida/Department of Education
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce

Governor’s Mentoring Initiative
The Alliance for Human Services/Miami-Dade County 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools


